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Argus Forty is a modified twin-lens type camera with 
a large brilliant viewing screen. Like other twin-lens 
models, it shows you the picture before you take it. 
In operation, it is as easy to use as the most simple 
box camera but has a lens which permits picture taking 
indoors or outdoors, in cloudy or bright weather with 
black and white, or color film. Advanced features 
usually reserved for expensive cameras, like built-in 
flash and double exposure prevention, are representative 
of the advanced design of the Argus Forty. 

To obtain the utmost from your Argus Forty, read 
this instruction book carefully so you will thoroughly 
understand its operation. 





Film Winding Knob 
Shutter Release 
Taking Lens 
Viewing Lens 
Locking Catch 
Film Window 
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Flash Contacts 


Use Only 620 Size Film 


Due to its splendid lens and shutter equipment, the 
Argus Forty permits use of any type of black and 
white or color film, the selection being governed by 
the type of pictures you want to take. 
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Open the back of 

the camera by lift- 

ing up the locking 

catch. The back is | 
hinged for conven- 
ience but do not 
let it drop or hinge 
may be sprung. 











Be sure to load the 
camera in subdued 
light; not in bright 
sunlight. Insert roll 
of film in lower film 
compattment and 
slide into place en- 
gaging spool pins. 
Be sure film is in- 
serted with end of 
protective paper in 
position indicated. 





Place empty film 
spool in upper film 
compartment, first 
making sure film 
spool slot is engaged 
with winding knob; 
then press other end 
of spool in place. 























Fold end of paper 
(about one inch) 
and insert into long 
slot of the empty 
film spool. To se- 
cure end of paper, 
give the winding 
knob two or three 
turns. 
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Pull off about six 
inches of paper 
leader for threading. 


Caution: Do not 
thread paper leader 
under small metal 
roller at bottom of 
frame. 
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Close camera back, 
making sure it is 
securely closed and 
locked. 
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Turn film winding 
knob until Figure 4 
appears in the center 
of the red window. 
The camera is now 
ready for the first 
picture. 





TAKING PICTURES 
a =< It’s as easy as 1, 2,3 
Sa with your Argus 40. 


1. Set lens opening or | 
f-stop | 
(shown at f:8). 





Set shutter speed 
(shown at 1/100). 


Set Footage Scale for 
distance from sub- 
ject 

(shown at 25 feet). 


You are now ready to 
make your picture. 





For complete exposure information see pages 10 and 20, 
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COLOR-MATIC SETTINGS 


For your convenience, settings for all average outdoor 
scenes in bright sunlight are shown inside the hood of 
your Argus 40. 

Color Film—Set all three adjustments on YELLOW 
when using Ektachrome or Ansco Daylight. Set all three 
adjustments on RED when using Kodacolor Film. 


Black-and-White—Set all three adjustments on RED 


when using Plus X or Ansco Supreme as shown on page 8. 








COLOR-MATIC SETTINGS FOR 
AVERAGE OUTDOOR CONDITIONS 
KODACOLOR FILM 









RED SETTINGS 





‘OTHER COLOR FILM = YELLOW SETTINGS 








BLACK AND WHITE FILM — RED SETTINGS 
FLASH SYNCHRONIZES AT GREEN 
SHUTTER SPEED SETTING 






For flash photography always use the shutter speed 
setting shown in GREEN. 
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OUTDOOR EXPOSURE GUIDES 


BLACK-AND-WHITE 


Use a shutter speed of 1/50 second for f-stops listed below when 
using Verichrome, Plus X or Ansco Supreme (50-40 Film Speed). 
When using Super XX (100-80 Film Speed), or equivalent use a 
shutter speed of 1/100. 





Dee eS 
Light Condition Bright Hazy Cloudy Dull 
Bright Subjects f:16 f:11 f:8 £:5.6 
Average Subjects f:11 f:8 f:5.6 £:4.5 
Dark Subjects £:8 £:5.6 £:4.5 





COLOR 


Use a shutter speed of 1/50 second for f-stops listed below. 
KODACOLOR (Daylight) 











| Light Condition Bright Hazy Cloudy Dull 

| Bright Subjects f:16 f:11 f:8 £:5.6 
Average Subjects f:11 £:8 £:5.6 f:4.5 
Dark Subjects f:8 £:5.6 f:4.5 





EKTACHROME OR ANSCO DAYLIGHT 
KODACOLOR TYPE A (used with filter) 











Bright Subjects f:8 £:5.6 £:4.5 
Average Subjects f:5.6tof:8  £:4.5 
Dark Subjects £:4.5 


For complete information on various types of film, flash bulbs and filters, 
consult manufacturer's instructions. 
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DEPTH OF FIELD 


The table below shows the range of sharpness at every 
lens and focus setting. For example: With your camera 
focused on 15 feet and the lens set at f:11, all subjects 
between 8 feet and 111 feet will be in sharp focus. 


F:4,.5-75 mm. © = Infinity Circle of confusion .004”” 








Distance 
Focused 
on in feet | } 









8 
Picture will be 


in sharp focus | ii 
From To 














co} 96” 





0 |7’4” 





158” 





that 






















Open the reflecting | 
view-finder hood, ‘ 
using the thumb as 
indicated. 


The brilliant view- 
finder shows you the 
way the picture will 
look on the film. 





—— Sm | 





To take the picture, hold the camera as illustrated above, 
and compose the subject in the view-finder as you want 
it to appear in the finished picture. A lower or higher 
camera position may be desirable to get just the effect 
you want. Then, hold your breath for an instant and 
squeeze the shutter release’ smoothly with the right fore- 
finger. Be sure to press release as far as it will go, before 
removing finger. Take care not to jar the camera or the 
picture may be blurred due to camera movement. 
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Argus Forty may be focused for close-up pictures at a 
distance of 314 feet. When it is necessary or desirable 
to photograph a subject from a closer position, use 
optical glass portrait and copy lenses. 


Distances from 20” to 393” require the use of a portrait 
lens. For extreme close-up photography, 1314” to 1914”, 
use a copying lens. 


When using either portrait or copying lenses, make 
certain that the distance from camera to subject is 
accurately measured with a tape measure or rule. 


Next set the footage scale on your camera in accordance 
with the focusing chart found in the complete set of 
instructions which are supplied with each lens. 


These lenses which are 30mm in diameter can be 
obtained from your camera dealer. 


Their size is classified as series V, and they require the 
use of a 134” size slip-on adapter ring. 


Ask your dealer to show you these useful lenses. 
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Taken at 31% feet, 
no portrait lens 


Taken at 18 inches, using 
Portrait 2D lens 
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FILM 


After each picture is tak- 
en, wind until the next 
figure appears in the cen- 
ter of the red window. 
After all 12 pictures have 
been taken, wind about 
6 turns to take up film 
and protective paper. 


| WINDING 















UNLOADING 
FILM 


Open the back of the 
camera by lifting the 
locking catch, and lift 


out the roll of exposed 
film. 
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DOUBLE EXPOSURE PREVENTION 


An unusual feature of Argus Forty is double exposure 
prevention. This means you cannot accidentally take 
two pictures on the same film. After taking a picture, 
the shutter release is locked and another picture cannot 
be taken with Argus Forty until the film is wound. 
This invaluable feature will eliminate one of the most 
common amateur mistakes, 


If it is desired to intentionally take a double exposure, 
this can be accomplished by means of a small lever on 
the front of the camera. When pressed upward, it re- 
sets the shutter for a second picture without the need for 
winding the film, 


Note: This double-ex- 
posure feature does not 
work when shutter is 
actuated by a cable re- 
lease. 


SMALL LEVER 
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Argus Forty may be used to take pictures with flash 
bulbs without special adjustment. Synchronization is 
built-in, and the only extra required is the Argus 76 
Flash Unit. This unit merely plugs into the camera, 
like plugging in a lamp and you are ready to take flash 
pictures. Before using the flash unit, insert two fresh size 
C flash batteries, with the brass caps uppermost. 
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To attach Flash Unit to 
the camera, insert flash 
contact pins into the holes 
on the side of the camera. 
The camera is automat- 
ically synchronized. Cau- 
tion: do not have a flash 
bulb in Flash Unit when 
attaching. 








It is recommended that 
the film be advanced 
before flash bulb is in- 
serted. After attaching 
Flash Unit to the cam- 
era, a flash bulb may be 
inserted in it. Clean flash 
bulb contact. Push bulb 


in as far as it will go. 
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FLASH PHOTOGRAPHY 


When taking flash pictures with your Argus 40, use these flash 
tables for best results. Flash exposures should always be made at 
1/25 second shutter speed which is marked in green on the camera 
for your convenience. 


BLACK-AND-WHITE 





Flash Bulb 
#5, #25 


SM, SF, 
Bantam 8 












Verichrome 
Plus-X 
Supreme 
















For other films, refer to instructions furnished with flash bulbs, available 


COLOR 


from your dealer. 






Film 





Flash Bulb 
















Kodacolor 
Type A 
Ansco Color 
Tungsten 





Kodacolor 
Type A 
Ansco Color 
Tungsten 





Kodacolor 
Daylight 








#5B*, #25B* 





£:4.5 






Ansco color 

Daylight 
Ektachrome 
Daylight 





#5B*, #25B* 







*For use with daylight color film used inside. 


Caution: Do not use flash bulbs in an explosive atmosphere. Use of a trans- 
parent protective screen is recommended as flash bulbs may shatter. 
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After the flash picture 
is taken, the flash bulb 
may be ejected auto- 
matically by pressing 
the red button at the 
top of the Flash Unit. 
This prevents burned 
fingers. 


To take pictures with 
flash, check the dis- 
tance to be sure you 
are neither too close 
nor too far, and follow 
the instructions on 
page 20. 








The threaded bushing 
on the base of the cam- 
era permits the use of 
any standard tripod 
with Argus Forty. It 
is a useful accessory 
for time exposures. 
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To protect Argus 
Forty, a genuine 
leather carrying case is 
provided as an ac- 
cessory. It is designed 
to permit use of the 
camera without re- 
moval, including use 
of the flash unic. 





DO YOU PLAN TO TAKE A TRIP? 


Or photograph some special event? If so, 


you should expose a practice roll or two 
of film, including a few flash pictures. 
This will acquaint you with your new 
camera and prevent the disappointment 
of spoiling an important picture through 


lack of familiarity. ec 8 « @ ee 
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Guaran tee 


Your Argus Forty camera was thor- 
oughly inspected and tested before it 
was shipped from our factory, and when 
purchased from an Authorized Argus 
Dealer, it is fully guaranteed for a 
period of one year against defects in 
workmanship or material. 


If this camera develops defects in ma- 
terial or workmanship it will be re- 
paired or replaced ae option) with- 
out charge. 

This guarancee is void in che event che 
camera has been damaged through 
accident, misuse, mishandling or for 
reasons beyond our control. 


IMPORTANT 
Authorized Argus Dealers sell new 
Argus equipment at full list price; used 
or rebuilt equipment sold at less than 
list price is not guaranteed by the factory. 


Argus Cameras Inc., Ann Arbor, Michigan 





Part No, 40131 5000—11-54 Litho in U.S. A. 
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